[Response of the cardiovascular system in elderly patients to intravenous infusion of isoproterenol and adrenaline].
The effect of gradually increasing doses of catecholamines on the heart rate, arterial pressure and the left heart ventricle systolic time intervals has been studied in the group of 30 aged subjects (70 to 95 years old) and the control group aged 23 to 30 years. The initial resting QS2I, LVETI, PEPI, heart rate and diastolic pressure were similar in both groups studied whereas the chronotropic and inotropic response as well as the vasodilatation were weaker in the aged. The disturbed mechanisms of adaptation in the aged could be caused by limited response of the circulatory system to adrenalin secreted during the stress states.